
WeTogether 2026 Student Essay Contest 

Guidelines & Rules 

 

Please review the updated guidelines and rules for the 2026 Student Essay Contest below. 

Who is eligible? 
• All students enrolled in grades 9-12 in secondary schools in September 2026. 

• Place of Residence within Jane & Finch area – M3J, M3K, M3M, M3N, M9L, and M9M using FSA 

(first 3 digits of the postal code). 

• Amount of scholarship: $500 / student. 

General Rules 
1. Contestants must compose an original essay with limited guidance from others. 

2. WeTogether will have the right to edit, publish or otherwise duplicate any essay entered into the 

contest without payment to the author. 

Qualifications for Contestants 
1. Contestants may submit only one essay entry during any given contest year (2026). 

2. No individual having previously won a WeTogether Essay Scholarship will be eligible to compete 

at any level of the competition again. 

Contest Rules 
1. Participants must write on one of the official 2026 essay topics. 

2. Each entry must include the Contest Application form. 

3. Essays must be typewritten and must be double-spaced. 

4. Essays must contain at least 300 words but no more than 500 words. Every word of the 

essay is counted. This does not include the title, bibliography or footnotes. 

5. Any quotations or copyrighted material used in the essay must be identified properly. 

Failure to identify non-original material will result in disqualification. 

6. Essays must be written in English. 

7. Essays must be submitted in PDF format. 

8. Application form and essay must be submitted by email at info@wtcanada.org no later 

than Friday, October 7, 2026. 

 



2026 Essay Topics (Choose one of the following): 
1. “From Community to Contribution: What Change Will You Make?” 

Every community is shaped by the people who live in it. As you prepare to begin your post-

secondary education, what kind of contribution do you hope to make to your community and 

society? 

In your essay: 

  1) Identify an issue, need, or opportunity that matters to you. 

  2) Explain why it matters and how it has influenced your thinking. 

  3) Reflect on an experience that has shaped your values, perspective, or sense of responsibility. 

  4) Describe what you hope to learn through your post-secondary education. 

  5) Propose specific ways you hope to use your knowledge, skills, and experiences to make a 

positive contribution. 

  6) Look ahead: What kind of person and community member do you hope to become? 

2. “Education Beyond the Classroom” 

What is the most important lesson you have learned outside the classroom, and how has it 

prepared you for post-secondary education and life? 

(Education does not happen only in a classroom. Some of our most important lessons come from 

our experiences with family, friends, employment, volunteering, sports, community involvement, 

challenges, responsibilities, and relationships with others.) 

In your essay: 

  1) Describe a meaningful experience: Tell us what the experience taught you about yourself, other 

people, or the world. 

  2) Show how the lesson changed you: Explain how the experience has influenced the way you 

make decisions, approach challenges, work with others, or contribute to your community. 

  3) Connect your experience to your future: Explain how the lessons you learned will help you as 

you enter post-secondary education and beyond. 

Judging and Timing 
1. Judging will be completed by a panel of qualified judges. 

2. Judges will not discuss or compare essays being judged until all essays have been judged. 

3. Only judges can assign a penalty or award points. 

Award Ceremony: Friday, November 20, 2026. 

Scoring of Contest 
Scoring procedures at all levels of the contest will be identical: 

1. Material Organization (Logical interpretation of the subject, adherence to topic): 40 points 

2. Vocabulary and Style (Phrasing and continuity): 30 points 

3. Grammar, Punctuation, Spelling: 20 points 

4. Neatness: 5 points 

5. Adherence to contest rules (prepared in the proper format): 5 points 


